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PNWER is a statutory, 

public-private 

partnership chartered in 

1991 by the U.S. States 

of Alaska, Washington, 

Idaho, Montana, Oregon 

and the Canadian 

Provinces of British 

Columbia , Alberta,  

Saskatchewan and the 

Yukon and Northwest 

Territories. 



PNWER makes annual officer 

visits to each state and provincial 

capital, and to Ottawa and 

Washington, DC 



PNWER meets with state and 

provincial leadership on a regular 

basis to discuss important 

regional issues. 



PNWER Region (GDP/Pop.)  
State/Prov.    GDP*  Population  

 WA          322,778  6,549,224 
 AB           291,300   3,735,086  
 BC      191,006  4,551,853 
 OR           161,573  3,782,991 
 ID        52,747  1,545,801  
 AK             47,912     686,293 
 SK       41,296  1,049,701 
 MT             29,885     974,989  
 NWT            4,124       41,464 
 YK                 2,026       34,157 
Total  1,144,647       22,901,559 
 

*2009 population & GDP in $US Million 
 Data provided by PNWER ς Pacific Northwest Economic Region 

If Pacific Northwest Economic Region 

were a separate country, it would rank 

14th in total GDP 



Arctic Caucus formed by Alaska, Yukon, NWT 

Support of international rail connection 

Facilitation of Enhanced Drivers License 

Legislative Energy Horizon Institute 

2010 Olympics and Border Symposium 

Support several disaster resilience initiatives in 
the region 



Founded in 2009  
A forum for PNWER Northern Jurisdictions to 
enhance collaboration amongst themselves and 
with other members 
Lead by leadership from Alaska, Yukon and 
Northwest Territories 
First Leadership Forum held in Barrow, Alaska 
2010 and 2011 in Yellowknife, NWT 
Dedicated to Sustainable Economic 
development of the Arctic 





Gaps in Infrastructure  

Sustainable Development of Arctic Communities 

Gas Pipeline development 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

Transmission/Local Energy Development 

Telecommunication Development 

Joint Tourism/Marketing 

Training/Workforce Development 



Work with Federal Government partners in 
Washington, D.C. and Ottawa on Arctic Caucus 
Issues 

Implementing and Executing Yellowknife Action 
Items 

Whitehorse, Yukon Arctic Caucus meeting in 
Spring 2012 



Natural Resources are a key economic strength  

Mineral, Gas and Oil deposits are abundant in 
the Arctic North but most are inaccessible with 
current infrastructure 

Developing rail or roads (including ice-roads) to 
reach deposits is very expensive and often not 
feasible 

Examples of current transportation 
infrastructure and potential Natural Resource 
wealth in the Arctic North 

 

 





$38 Billion in Mineral Resources 
mined in past 75 years 

8 geological provinces 
Each with signature mineral 
commodities & deposits 

Diverse mineralogy 
Gold, silver, diamonds, lead, zinc, 
uranium, tungsten, rare earths, 
cobalt, bismuth, nickel, copper, etc.  

Under-mapped & under-explored 

Signals great mining potential 





BHP Ekati Diamond Mine, NWT ï Produces 10% of Global Supply 15 


